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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Swanzey Planning Board 
Meeting Minutes – September 26, 2019 

 
Note:  Draft Minutes are subject to review, correction and approval by the Board. Review and approval of Minutes generally takes place at the next 
regularly scheduled meeting of the Board. 
 
The regular meeting of the Swanzey Planning Board was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chair Glenn Page at 
Whitcomb Hall, Main Street, West Swanzey, NH.  Members present:  Glenn Page, Scott Self, Richard 
Sainsbury, Michael York, Ruth Snyder, Alternate Steve Malone and Selectmen’s representative Ken Colby. 
The Chair took the roll and read aloud the agenda for the meeting.  Page seated Malone for Johnson. 
 
Absent:  Alternate Jim McConnell, Jane Johnson 
 
Others Present:  Director of Planning and Economic Development Matthew Bachler, Matt Abbott, and Bill 
Gately representing the Junior Swamp Bats, Residents David Demers, Jeff Whelan and Jim Fennell, Fire 
Chief Norm Skantze, Samantha Landry and Crystal Warner 
 
Regional Impact: Board members considered whether any items on the agenda could be construed as 
having potential for regional impact. Motion was made by Self that there is no item on the agenda which 
can be construed to have potential for regional impact. There was a second by Sainsbury with no further 
discussion.  All were in favor. Motion passed.      
 
Minutes:   

Minutes from September 12, 2019 were considered. Motion was made by Sainsbury to approve the 
minutes of September 12, 2019. There was a second to the motion by York. All were in favor. 
Motion passed. 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
Multi-Tenant Application 
Junior Swamp Bats to operate in indoor baseball training facility at 2 South Winchester Street in the Village 
Business District at Tax Map 72, Lot 31. 
 
Public Hearing opened at 6:02 pm 
 
Discussion: Matt Abbott was present to discuss the request.  He said the facility will be used for training 
youth softball.  Most will be drop off service – up to 60 people expected at any given time. Some parents 
will remain. A total of 120 or so boys and girls participate. Good program for developing skills for baseball. 
Jim Fennell said the Swamp Bats have a good relationship with the Town. Page asked Fire Chief Skantze in 
regard to the safety of the site and Skantze said they have been working closely with the Swamp Bats 
organization and property owner and reviewing plans and so far they are in a good place.   
 
The Chair asked for any abutters to comment – Davis Demers said he lives right next to the mill and wanted 
to know what times they would be operating. Abbott said the latest would be about 8 pm.  He added that 
the bulk of activity occurs during cold months and would be after school. Demers said for a half hour or so 
when school gets out, there is a lot of traffic on South Winchester Street. Abbott said the young people 
need to go home and have supper and do homework before coming to the facility to there should be no 
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impact with regard to traffic.  A resident said he  lives right next to the school and he said he thought it is a 
good use of the facility and he is for it.  Abbott spoke about the access to bathrooms and the main egress 
was described.  
 
Public Hearing closed at 6:08 pm 
 

Motion was made by Snyder to approve the request of Junior Swamp Bats to operate in indoor 
baseball training facility at 2 South Winchester Street in the Village Business District at Tax Map 72, 
Lot 31 subject to approval from both Code and Fire departments. There was a second to the motion 
by Sainsbury and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Multi-Tenant Application 
Samantha Landry to operate a tattoo and piercing business at 135 Old Homestead Highway in the Business 
District at Tax Map 37, Lot 2. 
 
Public Hearing opened at 6:09 pm 
 
Discussion: Landry was presen to discuss her request with the Board. She will be operating out of an office 
building on Old Homestead Highway at the intersection with Aviation Way. This is a body art business.  
They are licensed to tattoo and pierce and right now only doing tattooing because of a lack of sink for 
piercing.  Landry said she has a partner that might take over the business should Landry move south.  She 
said she needs time to decide in the event the business takes off. 
 
Fire Department Inspector Matson has walked through the building said Bachler. Landry added that the 
Health Officer has been there and Code Enforcement Officer has been there. 
 
Page said any approval will be contingent upon Code and Fire approval.  Landry referred to some fire safety 
issues that need to be resolved like exit lighting. 
 
Snyder said approval should also be contingent on George Trahan completion of necessary changes to the 
building to the satisfaction of Code Enforcement and the Fire Department.  Crystal Warner was also present 
and spoke about her involvement in the business. 
 
Public Hearing closed at 6:14 pm 
 

Motion was made by Self to approve the request of Samantha Landry to operate a tattoo and 
piercing business at 135 Old Homestead Highway in the Business District at Tax Map 37, Lot 2 
subject to Code Enforcement and Fire Department Inspection approval. There was a second to the 
motion by Snyder and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
OTHER BUSINESS 
Resignation of Jim McConnell 
Bachler said Jim McConnell will be stepping down as an Alternate member of the Board.   
 
Training Opportunity 
He also referred to an opportunity for training hosted by the City of Keene which will cover Planning Board 
rules. The training will be held Oct. 16th at 6 pm at Keene Ice facility on Marlborough Street. Bachler asked 
members to contact him if interested in attending. 
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Next Meeting:  October 10, 2019 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn was made by Malone.  There was a second to the motion by Colby with all in favor. 
Motion passed.  Adjournment occurred at 6:17 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 
 
 


